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Car Seats

Look for the British Standard Kitemark or European Regulations Mark.  Choose a baby seat that conforms to BS AU 202b or ECE 44 or a child seat that conforms to BS 3254 or ECE 44.

Be guided by the size and the weight of your child rather than age.  Choose something that YOU find easy to carry, fit in the car and use.

Not all seats or carriers fit in all cars, so try before you buy – most reputable retailers will allow you to do this and some have trained fitters to help.

NEVER buy a second-hand restraint unless you know its history and have instructions so that you can fit and use it correctly.

NEVER buy a seat or carrier if you suspect it has been in an accident or if it is damaged in any way – it is worthless.
ALWAYS keep and follow the manufacturer’s fitting instructions.

Toys

All new toys must be marked with a CE mark and some voluntarily display a lion mark or kite mark.  Some toys may be inappropriate for very young children – the label should indicate any restrictions.  See overleaf for examples of toy labelling.  Always keep and follow manufacturer’s instructions and make sure that toys are regularly checked and maintained.

Clothing

Ensure that children’s clothing does not have hood cords, and that nightwear is marked “Keep Away from Fire” or “Low Flammability to BS 5722”.  Look out for small buttons that could be swallowed.

Bunk Beds

Make sure that any gap in a bunk bed is greater than 75mm or less than 60mm to avoid entrapment.
Dummies

Make sure that they are in a closed container marked with BS 5239 and that the UK name and address of the manufacturer is included.

Pushchairs
Don’t hang shopping from handles.

Use properly – don’t force locking devices.

Don’t overload – no extra passengers.

Use a safety harness.

Check the brakes regularly.

Ensure that pushchairs conform to BS 7409.  Always keep and follow the manufacturer’s instructions and make sure that the pushchair is maintained.

Babywalkers

Ensure that babywalkers are marked BS EN 1273:2001 and that the instructions are carefully read and followed.  Never leave your baby alone in a walker.
Remember – Always follow the manufacturers’ instructions





Nursery Equipment





Ask Cedric would like to thank Dorset County Council Trading Standards Service for writing this leaflet.
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